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of gossip; to many to whom Holman Hunt is familiar
through Tk Light of the WM alone, and who know
nothing of his full scope as an artist or of his achievements
as a reformerj the facts disclosed in this book will come as a
surprise; to those who know something about his position
among the great painters of our country, it has long appeared
extraordinary that he is so little known or studied by his
own countrymen, They believe that his day is yet to come;
and, after all, what does temporary neglect signify? Tin-
toretto and many another great Italian master were virtually
unknown to us less than a century ago,

I must, in conclusion, acknowledge with gratitude the
invaluable assistance which I have had in the preparation
of this work from those who knew Holman Hunt well,
and from other even more intimate sources,
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